6                                            A   NEW   ACCOUNT

Fort William was built an ii regular Tetragon, of Brick and Morter,
called Puckah, which is a Composition of Brick-dust, Lime, Malasses, and
cut Hemp, and when it comes to be dry, is as hard and tougher than
firm Stone or Brick, and the Town was built without Order, as the
Builders thought most convenient for their own Affairs, every one taking
in what Ground best pleased them for Gardening, so that in most Houses
you must pass through a Garden into the House, the English building
near the River's Side, and the Natives within Land.

The Agency continued till the Year 1705. that the old and new Com-
panies united, and then it became a split Government, the old and new
Companies Servants governing Week about, which made it more anarchical
than regular.   Sir Edwatd Littleton was Agent and Consul for the new
Company at Hughly, when this Union of the Companies was made, and
then he was ordered to remove his Factory to Calcutta, and being of an
indolent Disposition, had let his Accounts with the Company run behind.
He was suspended, but lived at Calcutta till 1707. that he died there; he
was the only President or Precedent in the Company's Service, that lost
an Estate of 700 Pounds per Annum in so profitable a Post in their Service.
This double-headed Government continued in Calcutta., till January
1709. that Mr. Weldon arrived with the Company's Commission to settle
it at Bombay and Fort St. George, which were under the Management
of a Governor and Council, which those of the Direction in England took
to be a better Way to promote their own Creatures, as well as their own
Interest.  His Term of governing was very short, and he took as short a
Way to be enriched by it, by harassing the People to fill his Coffers. There
was one singular Instance of it. A poor Seaman had got a pretty Mustice
Wife, a little inclined to Lewdness in her Husband's Absence.   She
entertained two Armenians, who were like to quarrel about sharing her
Favours, which coming to the Governor's Ears, he reprimanded them:
However, by the strong Perswasion of 500 Rupees paid in hand by one of
them, he awarded him to have the sole Right to her, and he carried her
to Hughly., and bragg'd openly what his Purchase had cost him, to the
great Credit and Praise of the Governor; and when the poor Husband
returned, he was forced to submit to lose his Mate, under the Pain of
Flagellation: Yet he was very shy in taking Bribes, referring those honest
Folks, who traffick'd that Way, to the Discretion of his Wife and Daughter,
to make the best Bargain they could about the Sum to be paid, and to
pay the Money into their Hands.   I could give many Instances of the
Force of Bribery, both here and elsewhere in India* but am loth to rufHe
the Skin of old Sores.